
 

Wet’suwet’en & Crown Conflict: Resources for Understanding 

February 19, 2020 
 

Over the last weeks, the eyes of Canadians have turned to Wet’suwet’en territory in north-central British Columbia as the 

Crown, RCMP and Coastal Gaslink have sought to remove Indigenous land defenders from their homelands in order to 

continue work on a natural gas pipeline. Many in the church have questions about how to understand the situation. The 

following is a list of resources—news articles, videos, church statements, technical reports, books and more—that can help 

us learn, facilitate further and perhaps different questions, encourage prayer… and maybe even acts of solidarity. It is by no 

means exhaustive, and the content varies in substance and the ways in which it narrates the various relationships. 

Nonetheless, we hope it will serve to open compassionate conversation and deeper comprehension.  
 

In friendship, 
 

Steve Heinrichs 

Indigenous-Settler Relations Director 

Mennonite Church Canada 

 

Understanding the Situation 

 Past & Present Developments on the Land 

o How did we get here? Timeline from the Unist’ot’en Camp 

o Conflict with Wet'suwet'en years in the making--CBC 

o News videos & releases from Unist'ot'en Camp, the Indigenous re-occupation of 

Wet'suwet'en land 

o Video Interview with Molly Wickham, Governance Director for the Office of the 

Wet'suwet'en--Democracy Now 

o Audio interview with Dr. Karla Tait, Unist'ot'en house member--Legalease 

o BC's UN Declaration Act (Bill 41) and how that impacts this situation--Tyee 

o Arrests of land defenders on Wet'suwet'en territory--Narwhal 

o Reconciliation cannot be achieved at gunpoint--CBC 

o Divergent voices in Wet’suwet’en and across Canada--APTN 

o Who do you support when a community is divided?--Canadian Mennonite 

o Protestors or land defenders of unceded territory?--Straight 

o On the RCMP and their relationship with corporations--Briarpatch 

o Video--Panel press conference with AFN leaders--CPAC 

o Video--Your questions about Wet'suwet'en--Pam Palmater 

 

 Aboriginal Title, Land Rights, and the Rule of Law 

o First Peoples Law Explainer--Canadian Dimension 

o Whose rule of law?--Tyee 

o Whose land? Whose law?--Times Colonist 

o On the Delgamuukw Case (SCC 1997) and its implications--CBC 

o Indigenous Foundations--Aboriginal Land Rights and Title 

o Resources on the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, including Free, 

Prior and Informed Consent 

 

 Coastal Gaslink Pipeline 

o Backgrounder from KAIROS Canada 

o An Analysis of Coastal GasLink’s Notice of Application for Injunction--Yellowhead 

Institute  

 

https://unistoten.camp/timeline/timeline-of-the-campaign/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/coastal-gaslink-wet-suwet-en-battle-1.5465049
http://unistoten.camp/about/
http://unistoten.camp/about/
https://www.democracynow.org/2020/2/13/wet_suwet_en_territory_pipeline_opposition?utm_source=First+Peoples+Law+Blog&utm_campaign=3da0ada265-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_07_10_09_19_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_84105b31a3-3da0ada265-28746013
https://www.democracynow.org/2020/2/13/wet_suwet_en_territory_pipeline_opposition?utm_source=First+Peoples+Law+Blog&utm_campaign=3da0ada265-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_07_10_09_19_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_84105b31a3-3da0ada265-28746013
https://soundcloud.com/ckutlegalease/interview-with-unistoten-house-member-karla-tait
https://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2020/01/21/Horgan-Should-Use-Bill-41-To-Work-With-First-Nations/
https://thenarwhal.ca/rcmp-exclusion-zone-called-unlawful-as-police-arrest-matriarchs-at-unistoten-healing-camp/?utm_source=First+Peoples+Law+Blog&utm_campaign=3da0ada265-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_07_10_09_19_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_84105b31a3-3da0ada265-28746013
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thesundayedition/the-sunday-edition-for-february-16-2020-1.5459411/reconciliation-cannot-be-achieved-at-gunpoint-b-c-grand-chief-stewart-phillip-on-wet-suwet-en-stand-off-1.5462456
https://aptnnews.ca/2020/02/14/indigenous-rights/
https://canadianmennonite.org/stories/who-do-you-support-when-community-divided
https://www.straight.com/news/1361256/whats-really-illegal-defence-unceded-wetsuweten-territory-or-provincial-permits-coastal
https://briarpatchmagazine.com/articles/view/police-protect-corporations-not-people
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtWKULTxlAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qyepr4-3JSI
https://canadiandimension.com/articles/view/the-wetsuweten-aboriginal-title-and-the-rule-of-law-an-explainer
https://thetyee.ca/News/2020/02/14/Wetsuweten-Crisis-Whose-Rule-Law/?utm_source=First+Peoples+Law+Blog&utm_campaign=3da0ada265-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_07_10_09_19_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_84105b31a3-3da0ada265-28746013
https://www.timescolonist.com/opinion/op-ed/comment-whose-land-whose-laws-b-c-needs-to-change-its-name-1.24074510
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/delgamuukw-court-ruling-significance-1.5461763?cmp=rss
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/land__rights/
https://www.declarationcoalition.com/more-info
https://www.declarationcoalition.com/more-info
https://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/ecological-justice/what-we-do-ecological-justice-coastal-gaslink-pipeline
https://redpaper.yellowheadinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/coastal-gaslink-injunction-analysis.pdf
https://redpaper.yellowheadinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/coastal-gaslink-injunction-analysis.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Statements of Solidarity 

 Church Statements 

o Anglican Church 

o United Church - Moderator & National Indigenous Elders Council 

o Ecumenical Leaders 

o KAIROS Canada 

o Presbyterian Church in Canada 

 

 Indigenous/Human Rights/Social Justice Group Statements 

o Academics & Lawyers Open Letter to Prime Minister Trudeau and Premier Horgan 

o Assembly of First Nations 

o Canadian Union of Public Employees 

o The Council of Canadians 

o Idle No More 

o Union of BC Indian Chiefs 

o University of Northern British Columbia 

o Further List of Support Statements on the Unist'ot'en Camp Website 

 

Prayers 

 United Church 

 Mennonite Church Canada 

 Christian Peacemaker Teams 

 

How to Support Wet’suwet’en 

 Wet'suwet'en Supporter Toolkit--Unist’ot’en Camp 

 Amnesty--3 Ways to Support 

 Christian Peacemaker Teams--Faith Action Toolkit 

 Council of Canadians--Write your Member of Parliament 

 

Books Specifically for Churches on the Doctrine of Discovery & the UN Declaration 

 Yours, Mine, Ours--Unravelling the Doctrine of Discovery 

 Wrongs to Rights--How Churches Can Engage the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

 

 

General Resources on Indigenous Settler Relations 

 Please see www.commonword.ca/go/1479   

 

 Hereditary System & Indian Act Band Council System 

o Beyond bloodlines--Globe & Mail 

o The Wet'suwet'en are more united than pipeline backers want you to think--Macleans 

 

 Indigenous Land Reclamation 

o Land Back--A Yellowhead Institute 'Red Paper' 

 

 Climate Change 

o Wet'suwet'en chiefs launch climate lawsuit--Globe & Mail 

o House chiefs launch legal challenge over impacts of fossil fuel projects--Raven Trust 

o 6 awkward realities behind B.C.'s Liquefied Natural Gas giveaway 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.anglican.ca/news/statement-on-conflict-on-wetsuweten-unceded-territory/30025668/
https://www.united-church.ca/news/support-wetsuweten
https://sites.google.com/view/tunm/resources/statement-of-solidarity-wetsuweten?authuser=0
https://www.kairoscanada.org/we-stand-with-the-wetsuweten-peoples-and-hold-our-government-accountable-for-its-actions
https://presbyterian.ca/2020/01/24/an-open-letter-and-special-statement-regarding-wetsuweten-territory/
http://www.firstnationsdrum.com/2020/01/open-letter-to-prime-minister-trudeau-and-premier-horgan-re-wetsuweten-hereditary-chiefs-opposition-to-coastal-gaslink-pipeline-project/
https://www.afn.ca/afn-national-chief-statement-on-wetsuweten-nation/
https://cupe.ca/cupe-supports-reconciliation-wetsuweten-territory-and-across-canada?fbclid=IwAR3uFgmfEqmXr3IWOHglWZ-81bPnbRD_MWiFcSAc0CT3npZlnQm14N06KRg
https://canadians.org/statement-solidarity-wetsuweten-nation
http://www.idlenomore.ca/idle_no_more_in_solidarity_with_the_gitdumt_en_and_unist_ot_en_call_to_action
https://www.ubcic.bc.ca/alleyesonwetsuweten_rcmp_violently_remove_wet_suwet_en
http://unistoten.camp/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/UNBC-Statement-of-Solidarity.pdf
file:///C:/Users/sheinrichs/Desktop/Long%20List%20on%20the%20Unist'ot'en%20Camp%20Website
https://www.united-church.ca/prayers/prayer-wetsuweten-first-nation
http://home.mennonitechurch.ca/updatejan10
https://cpt.org/cptnet/2020/01/22/prayers-peacemakers-22-january-2010-turtle-island
http://unistoten.camp/supportertoolkit2020/
https://www.amnesty.ca/blog/wet%E2%80%99suwet%E2%80%99en-three-ways-you-can-take-action
https://www.cpt.org/cptnet/2020/01/29/faith-action-tool-kit-stand-wetsuweten
https://secure.canadians.org/page/54457/action/1?locale=en-CA
http://www.commonword.ca/go/1940
https://www.commonword.ca/go/1952
http://www.commonword.ca/go/1479
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/british-columbia/article-wetsuweten-hereditary-system-coastal-gaslink-pipeline-protests-bc/
https://www.macleans.ca/opinion/the-wetsuweten-are-more-united-than-pipeline-backers-want-you-to-think/
file:///C:/Users/sheinrichs/Desktop/Land%20Back--Yellowhead%20Institute
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/british-columbia/article-wetsuweten-nation-hereditary-chiefs-launch-climate-lawsuit-against/?utm_source=First+Peoples+Law+Blog&utm_campaign=3da0ada265-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_07_10_09_19_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_84105b31a3-3da0ada265-28746013
https://raventrust.com/2020/02/12/breaking-wetsuweten-house-chiefs-launch-legal-challenge-over-climate-impacts-of-fossil-fuel-projects-on-their-territories/
https://thenarwhal.ca/6-awkward-realities-behind-b-c-s-big-lng-giveaway/

