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We are Listening

We’ve entered into a time of wondering: “How is God calling us, as HMC, to share God’s grace and live Christ’s peace?” Right now, right here, together. Last Sunday we sought to surrender ourselves to God, to open our hands to release and to receive. We named some of the things we are releasing into God’s care (vase), but we don’t know yet just what we will receive. We remembered that surrender is about vulnerability, and letting go without knowing the outcome, but trusting God to guide.


In acting out surrender in this way, we have begun preparing ourselves for a time of listening. We’ve done a lot of talking already as 2 weeks ago we discussed “What we think we know” about HMC and about our neighbourhood. There are copies of that summary for you to take home today, or it will be in your inbox. And now, after all that talking, we’d like to listen. How is God calling us, now, to share God’s grace and live Christ’s peace?... we’re listening…


Sometimes we think praying only means talking to God, but 16th Century mystic John of the Cross said that “Silence is God’s first language” (Bourgeault, 5).

I’ve used the image before of prayer being like “tuning in” to a radio, or making the conditions right so that we can hear. Prayer is like finding the right frequency to be aware of God’s presence that is already in our lives. Quoting from my most-used book on spiritual practices, Marjorie Thompson writes that “Perhaps our real task in prayer is to attune ourselves to the conversation already going on deep in our hearts” (33). And I believe that there’s a conversation already going on deep in our collective congregational heart, too.
Brother Lawrence, a lay brother at a French Carmelite monastery in the 1600s, once wrote: “If I were a preacher I would, above all other things, preach the practice of the presence of God.  For there is nothing in the world sweeter or more delightful than a continual conversation with God.  I would advise the whole world to take it up, so necessary do I consider it, and so easy”.

Now, although he said that practicing the presence of God was easy, he learned this way of being in continual conversation with God through years of struggle and sometimes despair that God was really on his side.  We call him a great spiritual teacher now, but he was as human as us when he lived, seeking a way to commune and communicate with God that matched who he was, and how God was calling him to grow. 

Brother Lawrence reminds me that most of life’s activities can be done prayerfully, whether it’s making sandals as he did with God on our minds, washing dishes, shovelling snow, or taking a walk and simply asking God - what is there for me to notice today?


We have different seasons in our lives when different forms of prayer or schedules of praying work or don’t work for us in connecting us to God. That’s not to say that you should just find what’s easy, of course. We know that all meaningful and lasting relationships take work and some self-giving and sacrifice. And even occasionally being annoyed or impatient with the demands of the one we love. 

So we will be doing some work as a congregation in the next 5 weeks and a little bit more, in our relationship with God. If you have a regular time and way of praying, in these next 5 weeks, bring this congregational discernment into it. And if you struggle to tune in through prayer to listen for God, I challenge you to let this community of yours to be your inspiration. Let’s all be praying together: “How is God calling us – right now – to share God’s grace and live Christ’s peace?”


Maybe it will be early mornings with your Bible by your window, as your day begins. Or maybe you’re someone who pulls out a journal at the end of every day and meets God in prayer there. Maybe when you walk to work, you can mark your steps with a Bible podcast or your own thoughts. Or maybe you want to do this together with your household, or on the phone with a church friend.

Kathryn may yet give us a little more guidance with more specific questions to consider as we go further into this time. But for now, set aside time throughout your week to have “What we think we know” in one hand and your Bible in the other. There will be Bible passages listed in the bulletin each week. These were not chosen with the process in mind these are just the lectionary texts that church tradition gives us to explore in a given week. 
Spend some time reading those Scriptures. Maybe you’ll focus on one each day, or maybe you want to read them all at once to see how they connect. And in light of what we think we know about our church, ask how God wants to speak to you, and to us, through those texts. Try sitting in silent prayer, experimenting with making the time longer each day. You can bring your busy mind back to silence with a phrase like “Come, Lord Jesus”. You might take some notes for times when we come together to share how God has been speaking to us in prayer. 
If there’s already a conversation going on deep in our hearts between us and our creator, then we want to let go and tune in, not adding too much static of our own.


Today and next Sunday we’re going to spend some time in worship dwelling in Scripture together (without too much extra static of saying “this is what this Scriptures means”) and we will listen for God’s voice. As a Church Council and focus group, and worship committee, who have each put thought into parts of this, we hope that this will help us enter together into an encounter with the God we know in Jesus. How is God calling us to share God’s grace and live Christ’s peace? Let’s hold that question lightly and spend some time in Psalm 19.
Responsive Reading of Psalm 19

The heavens are telling the glory of God;
and the firmament proclaims God's handiwork.
Look to the mountains and see everlastingness…
Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares knowledge.
Search both day and night and watch for the glory of it…
There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;
Listen to the silence and hear wonder speak…
yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.
Look to the horizon to hear a word about eternity…
In the heavens God has set a tent for the sun,
which comes out like a beloved from a wedding canopy,
and like a strong athlete runs its course with joy.
Look to the sunrise and enjoy God’s forever-promise…
Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
and its circuit to the end of them;
and nothing is hid from its heat.
Look to the seasons and live God’s rhythm…
The law of God is perfect, reviving the soul;
the decrees of God are sure, making wise the simple;
Look to creation’s order and accept its wisdom…
the precepts of God are right, rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of God is clear,
enlightening the eyes;
Look to justice and truth and feel their light…
the fear of God is pure, enduring forever;
the ordinances of God are true
and righteous altogether.
Look to the word and recognise its call…
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.
Look to God’s commandments and taste their sweetness…
Moreover by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.
Look to creation’s order and know justice…
But who can detect their errors?
Clear me from hidden faults.
Look to grace and know its forgiveness…
Keep back your servant also from the insolent;
do not let them have dominion over me.
Look to what brings life and live its example…
Then I shall be blameless,
and innocent of great transgression.
Look to God’s covenant and know its love…
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you, O God, my rock and my redeemer.
The heavens are telling the glory of God.
~ written by Roddy Hamilton, and posted on Mucky Paws.

http://www.nkchurch.org.uk/index.php/mucky-paws
Found at: http://re-worship.blogspot.ca/2015/03/reflection-on-psalm-19.html
